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Newsletter Term 1 Week 5

Principals News

Dear Parents, Carers and members of the BCDS Community,
Year 8 and Year 10
immunisations
Friday 25th February
Year 5 upwards
Swimming Carnival
Tuesday 1st March
Postponed
until Term 4

We understand the anxiety and concerns caused by talk about covid cases in the school. I
am aware that there are sometimes variations regarding advice you may receive in the
community setting, some of it well-informed, and some of it subject to interpretation. It
can add to someone’s angst when they hear conflicting information.
Here at BCDS we are operating under the directives of The Department for Education, as
advised by SA Health. The directions we receive are clear cut and applied consistently so
that communications to you are done immediately as we are notified of a positive case.
We are then obliged to contact you on a needs basis (be it a classroom contact or bus
contact). Information is transmitted to families by email/letter with a text message to alert
parents of incoming information.

Year 7 upwards Sports Day
Friday 11th March

The recommendations made by SA Health's Education Outbreak Team are specific to our
school's current circumstances and may differ to SA Health's current community settings
for contact tracing and testing.

Adelaide Cup
Holiday
Monday 14th March

If you wish to raise any concerns about the way in which we are communicating to you,
then contact the customer feedback unit on 1800 677 435.

Governing Council AGM
Monday 21st March

To date we have done everything expected of us as a site. I assure you we are doing our
best to uphold the safest learning conditions for all our students and staff. If you are
supporting learning at home feel free to contact staff for helpful advice or support. We are
looking forward to the day, hopefully in the not too distant future, when we can all get
back to ‘business as usual’.

We regret that with COVID cases at the school and in the district, it is inevitable that the
PRIMARY SPORTS DAY, involving R-6 students from 3 schools, originally planned for Friday
MNSEC Athletics at
11-March, will be postponed until later in the year. This is in line with the DfE directive to
Jamestown Community School avoid inter-mingling of students from multiple schools. As soon as we have booked a new
Tuesday 22nd March
date in collaboration with our Partnership schools (Melrose & Wilmington PS) we will let
you know.
SSSA Athletics—Santos
The SECONDARY SPORTS DAY (for BCDS Yr 7-12 students only) will continue.
Stadium
Unfortunately, we are unable to have spectators at the event. The only non-staff adults
Tuesday 12th April
who will be able to attend will be those who will be volunteering in an official capacity
(time-keeping, recording, catering etc). Our Yr 7-12 students will also have the
opportunity to be selected for the school team for the upcoming MNSEC Athletics Day in
Jamestown on Tuesday 22nd March.
We understand the impact this has on a country school community such as ours, but it is
in the best interests of everyone’s health and well-being, including spectators. None of
this decision-making has been taken lightly, and stakeholders from across the three
schools have been consulted in the decision-making process.
. The peace of mind that we now have with the current arrangement, is the assurance of
continuity of service.

Principals News (cont)
School Bus
You may have noted that the yellow Tarcowie-Yandiah Bus has been replaced by a Hanley’s white bus. We welcome
Ann Betts who is the new driver. This reflects that we were unable to recruit a replacement driver through a campaign
that began mid-2021
Governing Council
Please note the AGM for the GC is Monday 21-March. There will be a number of vacancies that we need to fill. There
will also be vacancies on each of the GC sub-committees (Finance, Fundraising, Uniform, Bus, Agriculture/Grounds/
Buildings/Sustainability). Please refer to the self-nomination forms in this newsletter. It is anticipated that the AGM
will be available via ZOOM if participants are unable to attend a face to face meeting. More details in our next Newsletter, 17-March.
All the Best,
Peter Blackburn | Principal, BCDS

Kindy News
Firstly, a shout out to all our children, families, committed staff and wider community for being caring, considerate
and adaptable as we face challenges together.
Children show curiosity in the world around them and this was very evident when we observed children noticing some
things float in water and others things sank. We decided to explore this some more with our keen group of learners.
The children were excited to find an object to see if it would float or sink. They then had to predict what might happen. The children discovered some objects sank or floated straight away, while other object would float before slowing sinking or sink to the bottom before rising to the top. We kept a group tally of the objects that floated or sank,
counting the totals. We had great learning conversations about heavy and light and what an object is made out of and
if it takes on water.
Later each child made an origami boat, following step by step instructions to see if their boat would float. We discovered everybody’s paper boat floated but only for a short time before the paper boat became soggy and sank. The children were so involved in their learning and conversing with each other and educators about what was happening and
sharing their theories as to why.
Quote
“Curiosity is the wick in the candle of learning.” William Arthur Ward
The Kindy Team

School News

The School is incredibly lucky to have won a grant through
Variety – the Children’s Charity of South Australia
to sponsor this program at our school in 2022.
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Secondary News
Reading
Encourage your child to read widely on subjects that interest them, both fiction and non-fiction, and share their reading with others. This will support your child to build a love of reading.
 Encourage your child to read a range of reading materials, including books, magazines and online texts. Some of
these may be about topics studied at school.
 Talk about and share your favourite stories or books from your teenage years. Children learn to love and value
reading by watching, copying and interacting with others.
 Encourage your child to borrow books or e-books from school, local or online libraries. Browse the library collection online with your child, talking about the books and covers that interest them.
 Ask your child for reading recommendations. After reading, talk about and compare your favourite parts, characters, events and/or writing.
 Encourage your child to read print versions of their favourite film or TV shows. Talk about how the story or character may differ and which they prefer.
Model reading at home, discussing news, sport or topics that interest you and your child.

RST
Thanks to Paul and Jacqui Jones for their very generous offer to host the Feed Production course next term. We can’t
sustain our industry level Ag courses without the support of our generous farming community. Thanks Paul and Jacqui.
Student Belongings – we already have a very large collection of microwave containers and lunchboxes left in the outdoor kitchen. In COVID times especially, staff and cleaners will not be cleaning and storing these containers. They will
go straight in the bin. If your container cupboard is looking a little bare, I suggest a chat with your child about being
responsible for their personal belongings as a starting point! The same goes with school jumpers, hats and PE shirts.
We have a very large collection of un-named items already.

Work Experience
Year 10 students will undertake Work Experience in Week 6, Term 2 Monday 6 th June – Friday 10th June. Work placement is a school assisted learning program for students at a worksite without the direct supervision of a teacher. Students
will observe a variety of work as well as undertake supervised work appropriate to their age, maturity, competence and
skill level. This is a compulsory component of the PLP program and will be managed by Kirby Chapman.

Year 11 students will undertake Work Experience in Week 9 Term 2, Monday 27th June – Friday 1st July.
Workplace learning provides students with valuable opportunities to develop vocational skills, knowledge and attitudes in
the context of real work environments. Work placement aims to build on their school’s work and career education programs as well as other course work and career planning activities that assist students in their transition from school to
work and/or further study.
All Year 11 students are expected to participate in the program. We encourage students to start making enquiries
now, as many businesses/organizations are hard to get into or require significant advance notice.
All Year 11 Students will be provided with:

Workplace Learning Agreement Form – to be completed by the student, parent and workplace provider

Workplace Learning Workplace Health Safety Checklist – to be completed by the Workplace Provider (valid for 3
years)

Information for Workplace Providers – to be provided to Work Place Providers

Information for Parents – Work Placement

Workplace learning Accommodation Away From Home – to be completed by parent
PLEASE NOTE: Students cannot take part in Work Placement unless all paperwork is completed, signed by the Principal
and a copy provided to the Work Placement provider.
All paperwork needs to be completed by MONDAY 20TH JUNE for Year 11s.
Gayle Bury
SACE/Vet/7-10 Literacy Coordinator
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Governing Council News

C a l l fo r n o m i n at i o n s f o r G ov e r n i n g Co u n c i l
a n d S u b Co m m i t t e es
An election is to be conducted for parent members of the Booleroo Centre District School Governing School
Council.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged with the Returning Officer (the
principal) by 12:30pm on Tuesday the 15th of March.
The ballot will be conducted at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Monday the 21st of March at
7pm.
The term of office is for up to a two year period.
If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.
Please note:
Any additional information or questions in relation to this process should be directed to the principal as returning
officer.
No campaign literature supporting candidates or groups of candidates may be distributed or posted in the school and no school resources
whether human or material may be used to support particular candidates or groups of candidates

BOOLEROO CENTRE DISTRICT SCHOOL GOVERNING COUNCIL
SELF NOMINATION FOR ELECTION FORM
Parent Member Nomination
I …………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. (full name)
of ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………… (address)

wish to declare my candidacy to be elected as a member of Booleroo Centre District School Governing
Council.
I hereby declare that:
I am the parent of a child attending the school or enrolled, but not yet attending the school.
I am / am not employed by the Department for Education under the PSM Act or Education Act.
I have not been declared bankrupt and do not receive a benefit of a law for the relief of insolvent debtors.
I have not been convicted of any offence of dishonesty, or of a sexual nature involving a minor, or of violence against a person.

Governing Council News
BOOLEROO CENTRE DISTRICT SCHOOL GOVERNING COUNCIL
SELF NOMINATION FOR ELECTION FORM
Sub Committee Nomination Form
I would like to nominate as a parent/community representative on the following Booleroo Centre District
School Sub Committee/s




Finance Committee

Fundraising Committee
Uniform

Bus Committee
Agriculture, Grounds/Building and Sustainability Committee

Signed…………………………………………………..…

Date……………………

I understand that should I be declared bankrupt, receive a benefit of law for the relief of insolvent debtors
or be convicted of any offence of dishonesty, or of a sexual nature involving a minor, or of violence against a
person, I will be required to relinquish my membership of Booleroo Centre District School Governing Council
as I will no longer meet the membership requirements.
Signed…………………………………………………..…

Date……………………

***Nomination forms need to be returned to the school by 12.30 on the 15th March***
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