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2ND June 2022

Newsletter Term 2 Week 5

Principals News

Dear Parents, Carers and members of the BCDS community,
Year 9 Home Ec Stall
Friday 3rd June

Sharing the Positives
I have spent time in all three primary classes to see how well the students have adjusted
to their Sounds Write lessons. It’s early days, but already I can see that students are very
Year 10 Work Experience
engaged, and the routines are done in a predictable and consistent manner. As all
June 6th—June 10th
students are working to their levels of adjustment, they are achieving success. Success
builds confidence. These results also provide staff with feedback about the impact this
Year 11/12 English excursion new initiative is having. We look forward to being able to share the results of our
endeavours by the end of term 2. In the meantime, if you are curious and wanting to
Port Pirie
support your child’s learning there will be opportunities for parents to be trained. Please
Friday June 10th
contact Jenni Caldwell (Primary Literacy & Numeracy leader) for any enquiries.
Flinders Mobile Library visit
Friday 10th & 24th June
Friday 8th July

Queen’s Birthday
Holiday
Monday 13th June

Student Free Day
Tuesday 14th June
Year 10 immunisations
Wednesday June 15th
Uni SA visit
Thursday June 16th
Year 10-12 boys excursion
Jamestown
Friday June 24th
Year 11 Work Experience
27th June —1st July
End of Semester One
Friday July 1st

Student Well-being and Engagement
The Student Well-being and Engagement collection arrived today. It is premature to
comment about our data. But given that well-being and welfare challenges can impact on
any student, we will make this analysis a priority. Well-being initiatives sometimes need to
be case-managed, taught at the year level, or include the whole school. We are delighted
to have a Senior Leader (Student Well-being and Learner Engagement) to support our
students and staff. You are welcome to contact Noeline Gapp for any enquiries, advice or
support.
Work Experience
Year 10s commence their Work Experience next week. It was great to see the range of
choices made by the students. Year 10 is the bridge between middle-school and seniorschool. As subject counselling will occur in the near future, work experience gives our
students a taste of the workplace setting. All students have a contact staff member they
can report back to if any unforeseen issues or challenges arise. All the best to our Year
10s!
COVID-19
Thank you parents who have done the right thing and reported cases of COVID-19. We
recognise the challenges for families minimising the risk of transmission and the
disruptions caused to family-life. Please remember we are here to support and advise, and
actively encourage attendance at school for all students who do not exhibit signs of poor
health.
Great to get some rain this week! Pity the shade sail on one of our playgrounds didn’t
tolerate the gusty conditions on Monday & Tuesday, but other than that, nice to feel soft
earth under the feet again.
Peter Blackburn | Principal, BCDS

Kindy News
Learning can be so much fun and there is so much we can all learn. Our learning experiences are so vast at Kindy and
Rural Care and we would like to share some with you.
Recently we discovered only three children could fit sitting inside our cardboard box. There was only enough space for
three children to fit in the box. We were learning about ‘volume’ (the amount of space taken up by an object) but interestingly eight children could fit standing up. After some discussion, we all decided less adults could fit inside the
box because they are bigger in size! Our next step is to use all different sizes and shapes of boxes and investigate
what objects can fit in the space inside.
Kindy children were able to find great examples of something from home that has numbers for Show and Share. Together we are learning maths is all around us.
Again we were so fortunate to have a friendly and energetic visitor at Kindy. Lachie’s Grandparent’s puppy ‘Billy’.
These are really special moments when we learn about connections between people and animals and the care animals
need and what they bring to our lives.
We truly enjoy books at Kindy. Whether we are reading a book with others or on our own. This time is valued and we
appreciate all the books we are able to experience.
Quote
Always walk through life as if you have something new to learn and you will. (Unknown)
I am still learning – Michelangelo at age 87

The Kindy Team

Senior School News
VET Immersion Days – we are currently working with our regional Vocational Pathways team to provide a range of
Vocational Education ‘taster’ days for year 10 and 11 students. Students have indicated areas of interest and potential
pathways in a range of areas including Hospitality, Community Services, Construction, Agriculture, Automotive and
Engineering. The first of the ‘taster’ days will take part on Thursday 7th of July where students who have expressed
interest in Automotive and Engineering will visit businesses in the local area to see what is on offer and how they operate. Later in the year, there will be similar experiences provided for students in other industry areas. More information will be provided to students as arrangements are finalised.
Agriculture at BCDS – on Monday 25th July (Wk1, T3) we will be hosting an information evening for all students, parents and businesses who may potentially be involved in a pathway in Agriculture. While the focus will be on VET opportunities for Year 10 -12 students, the information will be relevant to parents of younger students who are looking
to either break into the industry or use their experience and potential knowledge gained on the family farm to their
advantage. More information to follow on this also but save the date!
Year 11 Work Experience - Monday 27th June – Friday 1st July.
Week 9 is getting closer and there are a number of students who still need to finalise arrangements. All paperwork
needs to be completed by MONDAY 20TH JUNE, with students being unable to take part in Work Placement unless all
paperwork is completed, signed by the Principal and a copy provided to the Work Placement provider.
Reading habits – This is just some information about the reading habits of Australians that I found interesting. Key insights from research conducted by The Australian Council for the Arts show:
• We value and enjoy reading and would like to do it more – 95% of Australians enjoy reading books for pleasure or
interest; 68% would like to read more, with relaxation and stress release the most common reason for reading; and
almost three-quarters believe books make a contribution to their life that goes beyond their cost. Over 80% of Australians with children encourage them to read.
• Most of us still turn pages but many are swiping too. While print books still dominate our reading, over half of all
readers include e-books in the mix, and 12% audiobooks. Most Australians (71%) continue to buy books from bricksand-mortar shops, while half (52%) are purchasing online. Word of mouth recommendations and browsing in a bricks
and mortar bookshop are our preferred ways to find out what to read next. At the same time, nearly a third of us interact with books and reading through social media and online platforms.
• We are reading more than book sales data alone suggests – each month almost as many people borrow books (41%)
as those who buy them (43%) and second-hand outlets are the third most popular source for buying books (39%), after
major book chains (47%) and overseas websites (40%). Those who borrow books acquire them almost as frequently
from public libraries as they do by sharing among friends.
• We value Australian stories and our book industry – 71% believe it is important for Australia children to read books
set in Australia and written by Australian authors; and 60% believe it is important that books written by Australian authors be published in Australia. While there is a common perception among Australians that books are too expensive,
more than half believe Australian literary fiction is important. Almost two-thirds of Australians believe books by Indigenous Australian writers are important for Australian culture.
• We like mysteries and thrillers best – the crime/mystery/thriller genre is the most widely read and takes top spot as
our favourite reading category. We also love an autobiography, biography or memoir.
Gayle Bury
SACE/Vet/7-10 Literacy Coordinator

School News
Design Technology - TAFE Regency Park Excursion
On the 27th May, thirteen Design Technology students headed to Regency Park TAFE campus in Adelaide to visit the
Advanced Welding Training Centre. The students had a 2-and-a-half-hour session on the virtual reality welding simulators where they developed their welding skills in a safe environment. The session exposed our students to the world of
Virtual Reality and enlightened them on the benefits of such technology in training and development. The excursion
reinforced the skills the students have been using in Design Tech this semester and also introduced some students to
the welding scene.
In addition to virtual reality welding, we also did a tour of the workshop and learned about potential career paths in
the Design Technology industry. I would like to thank Russell for driving us to and from Adelaide and Amanda from
TAFE SA for running the session.
Leigh Wade,
Design and Technology Teacher

School News
Science News
A Teltron Tube was being used by Stage 2 physics students It isn’t often this very valuable
piece comes out of the compactus.
It is a Teltron Tube which is like a cathode-ray tube (CRT). It is a vacuum tube containing one
or more electron guns, which emit electron beams that are manipulated to display images
on a phosphorescent screen. The images may represent electrical waveforms (oscilloscope),
pictures (television set, computer monitor), radar targets, or other phenomena.
Students had to find how fast electrons were moving across a measurable
distance with a certain voltage applied to change it's direction.

Statewide MNSEC Footy
The 7/8, 9/10 boys and 7-9 girls MNSEC footy teams competed in Round 1
of the State-wide football in Port Pirie last week.
The 7/8 boys’ team was coached by BCDS teacher Mr Nicholls and we had 6 boys from our school; Henley Smith, Caleb
Prosser, Elijah McCallum, Jaxon Modystach, Charlie Lines and Hudson Cains. The boys played Burra/Eudunda/Riverton
combined in the first game. The boys were well coached and had a massive win. Unfortunately, the second game was
against St Marks who had a very good side and the boys had a loss. Despite the loss, the team played with excellent
teamwork and sportsmanship and did the MNSEC alliance proud.
The 9/10 boys MNSEC team was coached by Luke Bartlett and featured BCDS students Connor McCallum, Luca LeeBruce, Harrison Roocke and Kaden Groves. The boys had a great win first up against Maitland with our boys playing
some good footy. Similar to the 7/8 boys’ team, the 9/10 boys faced stiff competition from Clare in the second game
and went down by 6 goals. Clare were a very strong, fast and big team and despite our best effort we couldn’t score
when we went forward.
Finally, the MNSEC 7/8/9 girls team only played 1 game against Maitland and were victorious and move onto the next
round. The girls kept Maitland goalless for the game and scored 5 of their own. The team was filled with very talented
and determined girls including BCDS students Jemma Groves and Gemma O’Callaghan. We look forward to playing the
next round of games at a later date.
I would like to thank Mr Nicholls for coaching the 7/8 boys’ team, doing all the paperwork and bringing all the gear to
make it all happen, Amanda Bowman for organising a well-oiled machine of a carnival, Meridee Groves for offering to
help out with umpiring, Ryan Simpson for central umpiring, Nathan Cunningham, David Prosser and Gabi Ackland for
goal umpiring and our students for making themselves available to play in the carnival. In addition, the leadership
team at BCDS for allowing both myself and Mr Nicholls to attend the day so we could ensure each MNSEC team had a
coach and the day could go ahead.
Mr Wade (7-9 girls’ coach) and Mr Nicholls (7-8 boys’ coach)
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