
 

 

Newsletter Term 1 Week 4  

Dates for the Diary 
19TH FEBRUARY, 2026  

 

Sapsasa tennis/cricket 

trials  

Tuesday 24th February  
 

SSSA Swimming Adelaide 

Wednesday 25th February 
 

Pt Pirie Lawn Bowls 

competition 

Thursday 26th February  
 

Flinders Mobile Library  

27th Feb, 13th & 27th Mar  

 

SRC & House Leaders 

Presentation  

Tuesday 3rd March 
 

Primary Assembly 

Tuesday 3rd March 

Wednesday 25th March   
  

BCDS Sports Day  

Friday 6th March   
 

Adelaide Cup Public 

Holiday  

Monday 9th March  

Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 10th March  
 

MNSEC Athletics—Jamestown 

Thursday 19th March   
 

Sapsasa swimming—Adel  

Monday 23rd March  
 

Good Friday 

Friday 3rd April   

Easter Monday  

Monday 6th April   

  

 

Principal’s News 
Online Safety for All Students 

Australia has taken a proactive approach to regulating social media and online platforms 
through legislation designed to reduce harm and strengthen user protections. Central to 
this framework is the Online Safety Act 2021, which gives the Australian Government 
expanded powers to address cyberbullying, image-based abuse, and harmful online 
content. The Act is administered by the eSafety Commissioner, who can require platforms 
to remove seriously harmful material and enforce compliance. These laws reflect a 
growing recognition that digital environments must be as safe and accountable as physical 
ones. 

For young people, especially those under 16, the risks associated with social media are 
well documented. Exposure to cyberbullying, inappropriate content, online predators, and 
addictive platform design can negatively affect mental health, sleep, self-esteem, and 
learning. The regulatory focus is therefore not about restricting technology itself, but 
about ensuring safer conditions for children and adolescents.  

The introduction of stronger rules also responds to community concerns from parents, 
schools, and child development experts. Many stakeholders have highlighted how 
algorithm-driven feeds, social comparison, and constant notifications can intensify anxiety 
and social pressure among teenagers. In response, Australia has emphasised the duty of 
care owed by digital platforms, particularly where minors are involved. Measures such as 
faster removal of harmful content, improved reporting tools, and penalties for non-
compliance are designed to shift part of the safety burden away from families and 
educators. 

Looking ahead, these laws signal an important evolution in how societies balance 
innovation with wellbeing. As technology continues to shape education, relationships, and 
identity, protective safeguards become essential rather than optional. The broader goal is 
to help young people develop healthy digital habits, critical thinking skills, and resilience 
online. With thoughtful regulation and ongoing education, the digital world can become a 
space where students not only stay safe, but also thrive. 

Parents and carers are encouraged to explore the practical guidance available through the 
eSafety Commissioner. The eSafety website offers a wide range of resources, including 
advice on privacy settings, managing screen time, recognising online risks, and supporting 
children to build safe and responsible digital habits. It is a valuable source of up-to-date 
information to help families protect their children online. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents 
 

Swimming Carnival 

Our recent Swimming Carnival was a truly memorable day, filled with energy, enthusiasm, 
and outstanding participation. The facilities were prepared beautifully, creating a 
welcoming and well-organised environment that allowed everyone to enjoy the event. It 
was especially wonderful to see so many parents and carers attending, cheering from the 
sidelines, and encouraging their children. Your presence and support added greatly to the 
positive atmosphere of the day. 

I would like to sincerely thank our staff for their exceptional work in preparing for the 
carnival.  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents


 

 

Principal News (cont) 
From the early planning stages through to the smooth running of events on the day, your teamwork and commitment 
ensured everything came together seamlessly. A special thank you also goes to the volunteers who supported both the 
pool and the school — your time, care, and assistance were invaluable and very much appreciated. 

A heartfelt acknowledgment must be given to Mr Alby Nicholls and Mrs Chloe Clarke for their significant efforts be-
hind the scenes in coordinating and organising the event. Their dedication, attention to detail, and countless hours of 
preparation helped make the day such a success. Thank you as well to the staff who assisted throughout the day and 
to our parent volunteers whose support contributed to the safe and enjoyable experience for all. 

To our students - thank you for the spirit, sportsmanship, and encouragement you showed one another. Congratula-
tions to Dunstan for winning the carnival — a fantastic achievement. I am also incredibly proud of our Rogers team 
members for their persistence, determination, and willingness to give their best throughout the day. It was a pleasure 
to witness such positivity, resilience, and house pride from everyone involved. 

Open Night and Governing Council 

Thank you to all families who attended our Open Night. It was wonderful to see so many of you join us, even though 
the conditions were a little testing with the heat. Your willingness to come along, connect, and spend time at the 
school speaks strongly to the sense of partnership we value so highly within our community. 

I would like to extend a sincere thank you to Mr Dion Foulis for doing such a wonderful job cooking the BBQ. Your 
efforts were greatly appreciated and helped create a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere for families throughout the 
evening. These small but important contributions make a big difference to community events like this. 

Thank you also to all staff for taking the time to meet with parents and carers, answer questions, and share insights 
into learning and school life.  

A warm welcome to all new families joining our school — we are delighted to have you as part of our community. I 

would also like to acknowledge and thank our existing families for your ongoing support and involvement. Together, 

we continue to build a positive, inclusive, and connected school community that supports every child to grow and suc-

ceed. 

Our Governing Council plays a vital role in supporting the school’s direction, strengthening community connections, 
and ensuring we continue to provide the best possible learning environment for our students. The partnership be-
tween the school and council is highly valued and greatly appreciated. 

We sincerely thank our 2026 Governing Council members for their time, commitment, and ongoing support: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in contributing to our school community and have some time to spare, we warmly encourage you 
to contact our Chair, Jacqui Jones. 

Thank you to our council members for the dedication and care you bring to our school. 

Growth Mindset 

“I can’t change the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always reach my destination.” – Jimmy Dean 

Jimmy Dean was an American country music singer, television host, and businessman best known for his successful 
entertainment career and for founding the Jimmy Dean food company. Beyond his public achievements, he was widely 
respected for his optimism, resilience, and practical wisdom — qualities often reflected in his memorable quotes. 

His words, “I can’t change the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always reach my destination,” offer a 
powerful message for learning. In education, students frequently encounter challenges: difficult concepts, unexpected 
setbacks, or moments of self-doubt. Like the wind, these circumstances are not always within our control. What is 
within our control is how we respond — our effort, attitude, strategies, and willingness to adapt. 

This quote reminds learners that success is not about avoiding obstacles but about navigating through them. Adjusting 
our ‘sails’ might mean seeking help, trying a new approach, practising persistence, or maintaining a growth mindset. 
Progress comes from flexibility, determination, and the belief that challenges are part of the journey toward improve-
ment. 

Thank you 

Tas Ktenidis 

 

• Chair: Jacqui Jones • Councillor: Russell Zwar 

• Vice Chair: Sarah Goldsworthy • Community Representative: Jill Arthur 

• Secretary: Sandy Saal • Staff Representative: Kirby Chapman 

• Treasurer: Rebecca Foulis • Principal: Tas Ktenidis 



 

 

Kindy News 

Welcome to all our Kindergarten children and families - both new families to our site and returning families.  
It was definitely a hot start to Kindy and Rural Care this year, but we are certainly appreciating the cooler 
weather we are currently having. 

Booleroo Centre and District Kindy is amongst 45 government preschools to implement 3-year-old preschool 
this term. Currently we have 15 curious, active and ready to learn preschool children. 

At the beginning of the year, it is important for the children returning to Kindy to rebuild confidence and so-
cial connections. For the children starting rural care or preschool for the first time, it is important to grow a 
sense of belonging and comfort in their new environment and learn the routines.  All the children have been 
making great progress in this regard. 

We have been learning about the water cycle and participating in experiments to support our learning.  Eve-
ry day the children have been actively involved in creative and sensory learning experiences.  Many of the 
children are engaging in group activities such as board games or imaginative play. 

Our site closure on the 27th of February is to enable educators to attend Berry Street Early Years training at 

Whyalla. We have made the commitment, along with the Flinders Partnership, to engage with this learning 

to increase educators’ understanding of how trauma can affect children’s language development, and better 

support each child’s communication skills. Educators will learn practical strategies to create a safe and caring 

environment, helping children feel secure and ready to learn.  

Quote: "Children are like sponges, soaking up knowledge from the world around them." — Unknown   

The Kindy Team 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Year 7 Aquatics Camp 

 
At Aquatics Camp, we had lots of fun in the water, but when the tide went out, the water was super shallow and not as 
fun to swim in.  Neve C 
 

For school camp, we went to Port Vincent and went on paddle boards, a sailing boat, kayaks, and canoes. We also 
played ‘Hide and Seek Chasey’ and ‘Murder in the Dark.’ Jade T 
 

On camp, we went double kayaking; I went with my friend Sophia. On the first night, we had messy hamburgers and 
chips. Tilda M 
 

I had loads of fun on camp; we had delicious food and did a lot of water activities. Sophia H 
 

On the camp, we went knee boarding and doubles kayaking. One of the highlights was seeing a dolphin while we were 
on the sailboat. Mason W 
 

We played ‘Murder in the Dark’ on the Port Vincent Camp. We found a shed that we called the girls’ hut, and the boys 
kept scaring us. Amelia M 
 

We went on the Port Vincent Aquatic Camp. My favourite activities were knee boarding and small boat handling. It 
was so much fun, and I would like to go there again. Indie N 
 

We excitedly travelled to Port Vincent, knowing it was going to be the best camp ever. My favourite activity was knee 

boarding. I didn’t like double kayaking because I had to do all the work. Carter T 

The Port Vincent Aquatics camp was one of my favourite camps because I love the ocean. The best activity 

was knee boarding because we were flying. Frankie A 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Swimming Carnival trophy winners 

 

 



 

 

 

Swimming Carnival  



 

 

Community News  


