
 

 

Newsletter Term 1 Week 8  

Dates for the Diary 
19TH MARCH, 2026  

 

BCDS Harmony Day  

Wear something orange 

Friday 20th March   
 

Sapsasa swimming—Adel  

Monday 23rd March  
 

Primary Assembly 

Wednesday 25th March   
 

Adelaide Lawn Bowls 

Thursday 26th March  
 

Flinders Mobile Library  

27th Mar and 10th April 
 

Yr 7 & Yr 10 immunisations 

Monday 30th March  
 

Adelaide Athletics 

Tuesday 31st March  
 

MNSEC and Sapsasa 

football/netball trials  

Wednesday 1st April   
 

Good Friday 

Friday 3rd April   

Easter Monday  

Monday 6th April   
 

Year 5/6 Alligator Gorge 

excursion 

Wednesday 8th April   
 

Last day of Term early 

dismissal 2:15pm 

Friday 10th April   
 

GRIP Leadership —Whyalla 

Thursday 7th May    

 

Principal’s News 

School Uniform 
Wearing the correct school uniform is an important way we bring our school values to life each 
day. It reflects our shared commitment to respect, as students present themselves in a way 
that shows consideration for themselves, others, and our school community. When everyone 
wears the agreed uniform, it creates a sense of fairness and belonging, reinforcing that every 
student is an equally valued member of our school. 
 

Our value of responsibility is also strengthened through consistent uniform expectations. 
Coming to school in the correct colours and appropriate lengths shows that students are 
organised, prepared, and ready for learning. It builds independence and helps students 
develop habits that will support them well beyond school, including in workplaces and 
community settings where expectations around presentation are important. 
 

Uniform also connects strongly to our value of excellence. Wearing the uniform with pride 
encourages students to represent themselves and the school in a positive way. It sets a tone 
for high expectations, not only in appearance but also in effort, attitude, and behaviour. When 
students feel part of a unified and purposeful community, they are more likely to strive for 
their personal best. 
 

In addition, appropriate uniform choices support safety and wellbeing, which underpin all of 
our values. Clothing that meets school guidelines ensures students can participate comfortably 
and safely in all aspects of school life, from classroom learning to physical activity. It also 
reduces distractions and helps maintain a focused and inclusive learning environment for 
everyone. 
 

We greatly value the support of families and caregivers in reinforcing these expectations. By 
working together, we can continue to build a strong, respectful, and high-performing school 
community where our values are visible not only in what we say, but in what we do every day. 
If support is ever needed, please don’t hesitate to reach out so we can work together in a 
positive and practical way. 
 

Sports Day 
What a fantastic Sports Day we shared as a school community. We were certainly blessed with 
beautiful weather, which set the scene for a day full of energy, participation, and school spirit. 
It was wonderful to see so many families, caregivers, and community members come along to 
support our students and be part of the day. 
 

We are incredibly proud of all students who participated. Whether competing on the track, 
taking part in field events, or cheering from the sidelines, students demonstrated great effort, 
resilience, and encouragement of one another. The way students supported their peers truly 
reflected the positive culture we continue to build across our school. 
 

A sincere thank you to all of our volunteers who worked tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure 
the day ran so smoothly. From setting up, coordinating events, managing logistics, and packing 
up, your contributions made a significant difference. Events like this simply cannot happen 
without the support and generosity of our wider community. We would also like to extend our 
appreciation to Melrose Primary School and Wilmington Primary School for their contribution 
to the day, with their respective staff and community members working tirelessly in the 
background to make the day such a success. Your involvement added to the strong sense of 
connection and collaboration across our local schools. 
 

I would also like to acknowledge the outstanding work of our staff. A special thank you to 
Jenni Caldwell for her leadership in making the Primary Sports Day such a success. I would also 
like to recognise Alby Nicholls and Chloe Clarke for their efforts in organising and supporting  



 

 

Principal News (cont) 
 

the entire day. Your dedication and attention to detail ensured a positive experience for all students.  
 

Finally, congratulations to Dunstan for taking out the win on the day. It was a well-deserved achievement. Thank you 
again to everyone who contributed to making Sports Day such an enjoyable and memorable occasion for our students. 
 

Road Rules 
As we continue through a busy term, this is a timely reminder for all road users to take extra care when travelling near 
school buses, particularly on highways and rural roads. The safety of our students is a shared responsibility, and small 
actions from drivers can make a significant difference. 
 

When a school bus has stopped and its lights are flashing, all vehicles travelling in both directions must slow down to 
25 km/h. This applies whether you are approaching the bus from behind or from the opposite direction. These rules 
are in place because students may be crossing the road or moving around the bus, and visibility can sometimes be lim-
ited. 
 

It is important to remember that children can be unpredictable in these situations. They may step out suddenly or 
cross without checking for oncoming traffic. Reducing speed and staying alert ensures drivers have the time and space 
to respond safely. Patience in these moments helps prevent serious incidents and keeps everyone safe. 
 

We also ask families and community members to speak with students about safe behaviours when getting on and off 
buses, including waiting for the bus to stop, using designated crossing points, and being aware of their surroundings. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping keep our students safe. By working together and following these road 
rules, we can ensure that every child travels to and from school safely each day. 
 

Reminder about Phones and Smart Watches 
This is a timely reminder to our school community about the Department for Education expectations regarding mobile 
phones and personal devices, including smart watches. 
 

All South Australian public schools follow the “off and away all day” policy. This means that from the beginning of the 
school day until dismissal, students are not permitted to use or access their devices. This includes mobile phones, 
smart watches, tablets, and any device capable of communication or internet access. 
 

At Booleroo Centre District School, students are required to switch their devices off (or place them in flight mode) and 
store them as directed. To support this, we provide secure storage cases for all student devices throughout the day. 
Devices are not to be worn or accessed during school hours, including smart watches. 
 

 

These expectations are in place to support a safe, focused, and positive learning environment. Limiting access to per-
sonal devices reduces distractions, supports student wellbeing, and encourages positive social interaction throughout 
the day. 
 

Students are welcome to bring devices for use before and after school, particularly for travel purposes. However, dur-
ing school hours, all communication with students should occur through the front office. We appreciate the ongoing 
support of our families and community in reinforcing these expectations and helping us maintain a strong learning en-
vironment for all students. 
 

Growth Mindset 
“One person can make a difference, and everyone should try.” – John F. Kennedy 
 

This quote reminds us that every student has the ability to grow, improve, and positively influence those around them. 
At school, we see this through students showing persistence in their learning, supporting their peers, and taking pride 
in their efforts. Even small actions—asking questions, trying their best, or encouraging a classmate—can lead to mean-
ingful progress and stronger learning outcomes. 
 

A key part of this is the role of the learner. For growth to occur, students must take initiative in their own learning—
being willing to have a go, seek help when needed, and stay committed even when learning becomes challenging. De-
veloping this sense of ownership builds confidence, independence, and a deeper connection to their learning journey. 
Learning is most powerful when the message is consistent between school and home. Families and caregivers play a 
vital role in reinforcing this journey by encouraging effort, celebrating progress, and supporting positive habits. When 
students see that both school and home value persistence and growth, it strengthens their motivation and belief in 
what they can achieve. 
 

Creating a positive learning environment at home does not need to be complex. Establishing routines, providing a qui-
et space for learning, and promoting a growth mindset helps students build resilience. When students understand that 
mistakes are part of learning and that effort leads to improvement, they are more likely to take ownership and contin-
ue striving toward their goals. 
 

Together, as a school and community, we can support every student to believe in their ability to succeed. By encourag-
ing initiative, reinforcing the journey at home, and working in partnership, we empower each child to make a differ-
ence—not only in their own learning, but in the world around them. 
Thank you, Tas Ktenidis 



 

 

Governing Council News 

Governing Council 2026 

Thank you to all who came to the AGM. We are still looking for a couple more members - please contact the school or 
Jacqui if you are keen. 

This year’s Governing Council members are: Tas Ktenidis, Jacqui Jones, Sarah Goldsworthy, Sandy Saal, Bec Foulis, Rus-
sell Zwar, Jill Arthur, Kirby Chapman, Jemma Groves and Ava Lee. 

If anybody is wanting to contribute to the sub committees please contact the school, or head of the committee. You do 
not need to be on Governing Council to be on these committees. Our sub committees are: 

• Finance – Bec Foulis 

• Fundraising – Sarah Goldsworthy 

• Bus- Sandy Saal 

• Agriculture, Grounds, Buildings and Sustainability - Russell Zwar 

• Uniform – Jill Arthur 

We would love any input, big or small. 

Our first fundraising event is the Steam and Traction. A note has been sent home with your child, along with a copy in 
the newsletter if you could  please read the note and help where possible. 

Thank you 

Jacqui Jones 

0427002479  

 

Kindy News 
This week the gentle rain gave us the perfect chance to splash in puddles and get creative with mud – everyone had so 
much fun playing outdoors. 
 

Group time featured a dinosaur storybook with a catchy song that quickly became a class favourite.  All the children 
loved joining in with the song and storyline. 
 

Our ‘Show and Share’ theme was something smaller than your hand.  We explored all sorts of objects and enjoyed 
comparing their heights and weights.  To investigate height, the children lined up from tallest to shortest, helping them 
understand how to order and compare different sizes.  We noticed older children were generally taller than the young-
er children.  We used the balance scales to learn about weight.  The children put different items in the scales compar-
ing the objects weight. 
 

Last week we cooked a delicious zucchini slice using eggs from our own kindy chickens. We also continued learning 
about Australian animals and even visited the Mt View Homes.  The children were enthusiastic and curious every step 
of the way. 

 

The Kindy Team   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote “Catching raindrops like they’re little pieces of happiness” unknown 

 
 

 



 

 

 

BCDS Sports Report—Term 1, 2026 
 

Term 1 has been an exciting and successful time for sport at Booleroo Centre District School; with students repre-
senting the school with pride, determination and outstanding sportsmanship across a range of events. 
 

Swimming Carnival  
Our annual BCDS Swimming Carnival was once again a highlight of the school calendar, bringing together students, 
staff and families for a fantastic day at the Booleroo Centre Swimming Pool.  
 

Students from Reception to Year 12 competed enthusiastically in a range of events including freestyle, backstroke, 
breaststroke and novelty races. The friendly rivalry between Dunstan and Rogers created a fantastic atmosphere 
throughout the day, with house colours, chants and strong team spirit on display.  
 

Congratulations to Dunstan for retaining the Swimming Shield, and well done to all students who participated and con-
tributed to such a memorable carnival. 
 

MNSEC Swimming Carnival  
BCDS students also performed strongly at the MNSEC Swimming Carnival, finishing an impressive third overall. Our 
swimmers demonstrated resilience and commitment throughout a demanding day of racing, with our team filling eve-
ry event. A special highlight was winning the 15 and Under Age Group Pennant, showcasing the strength of our young-
er swimmers. Congratulations to our Champion Swimmers, Mikayla (Champion Female Swimmer) and Henry 
(Champion Male Swimmer), who delivered outstanding performances and provided great leadership for the team. 
 

SSSA Swimming 

Nine BCDS students also travelled to Adelaide to compete in the SSSA Swimming Competition as part of the MNSEC 
team at the SA Aquatic and Leisure Centre. Our swimmers competed with determination and pride, contributing to 
the team finishing 5th overall in the combined school scores, allowing MNSEC to remain in the C Grade Competition. 
It was fantastic to see both experienced swimmers and first-time representatives performing strongly on the state 
stage. 

Lawn Bowls and Golf 

Outside the pool, BCDS students have also been achieving success in other sports. Our Lawn Bowls team enjoyed a 
strong performance at the Port Pirie Lawn Bowls Competition, where Darcy, Eddie and Lily competed extremely well. 
The event provided excellent preparation as they now look ahead to the upcoming competition in Adelaide. 
 

BCDS was also represented at the Secondary Individual Golf Championship minor round, held at Sandy Creek Golf 
Course, with Eddie and Levi competing proudly for the school. 
 

Sports Day   
The BCDS Sports Day was another fantastic event, with students demonstrating excellent sportsmanship and enthusi-
asm throughout the day. It was wonderful to once again welcome Wilmington Primary School and Melrose Primary 
School, whose students contributed to the great atmosphere and friendly competition. 
 

A special thank you goes to Jenni Caldwell, who did a superb job organising the Reception to Year 4 component of the 
day. We also extend our sincere thanks to all volunteers, staff and everyone who contributed in any way to the success 
of the event. 
 

Peter Davies deserves special recognition for the enormous amount of work he put into preparing the oval this year. 
While the welcome rain limited opportunities for line marking and mowing, his efforts ensured the facilities were 
ready for the day. 
 

The SRC, with the assistance of Chloe Clarke and Margo Sismey, did a wonderful job catering for the event, ensuring 

everyone was well looked after throughout the day. 

All students should be incredibly proud of their achievements. Congratulations to all trophy winners and record break-
ers, and well done to every student who participated and gave their best. Well done Dunstan for retaining the Ath-
letics Shield; they now take out the Overall Shield for 2026.  

Congratulations to all students who have represented BCDS this term. Your effort, teamwork and sportsmanship con-
tinue to make our school community incredibly proud. 

Albert Nicholls, PE Coordinator 
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ATHLETICS RECORDS SET IN 2026 

 

BCDS Sports Day Cup Winners 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N 
NO
O. 

 
EVENT 

 
PREVIOUSLY 

HELD BY 

 
YEAR 

 
RECORD 

 
NEW RECORD 

 
COMPETITOR 

 

4 

 

Junior Boys 

800m 

 

Patrick Zwar 

 

2025 

 

2:28.53s 

 

2:24.78s 

 

Patrick Zwar 

 

10 

 

Junior Boys 

1500m 

 

Patrick Zwar 

 

2025 

 

5:12.13s 

 

4:54.68s 

 

Patrick Zwar 

 

34 

 

Year 5/6 Male 
High Jump 

 

Geoffery Garden 

 

2022 

 

1.24m 

 

1.24m 

 

Sam Stroeh – EQUALLED 

 

54 

 

Year 5/6 Male 
Tiple Jump 

 

Henry Piggott 

 

2023 

 

7.44m 

 

7.77m 

 

Noah Zwar 

 

60 

 

Year 5/6 Male 
400m 

 

Patrick Zwar 

 

2022 

 

1:13.97s 

 

1:13.15s 

 

Mac Woolford 

 

72 

 

Year 5/6 Male 
Long Jump 

 

Sol Lee-Bruce 

 

2023 

 

3.65m 

 

3.94m 

 

Sam Stroeh 

 

94 

 

Year 5/6 Male 
4x100m Relay 

 

Dunstan 

 

2025 

 

1:10.47s 

 

1:05.21s 

 

Dunstan 

Age Group  
Runner Up 

 
Winner 

 
5/6 Girls 

 
Marlee McCallum—42 points 

 
Frankie Stroeh—46 points 

 
5/6 Boys 

 
Mac Woolford—41 points 

 
Sam Stroeh—42 points 

 
Junior Girls 

 
Lily Arthur—57 points 

 
Grace McCallum—64 points 

  
Junior Boys 

 
Patrick Zwar—59 points 

 
Oskar Stroeh—65 points 

 
Inter Girls 

 
Stella Roocke—51 points 

 
Brooklyn Taylor—61 points 

 
Inter Boys 

  

Henry Zwar—60 points 

 

Sol Lee-Bruce—66 points 

 

Senior Girls 

 

Mikayla Garrard—48 points 
 

Jemma Groves—65 points 

 
Senior Boys 

 

Zaiden van der Werf—44 points 
 
Luca Trowbridge—70 points 



 

 


