
 

 

Newsletter Term 3 Week 2  

 
Dates for the Diary 

31st July, 2026  
 

 

Flinders Mobile Library 

Friday 14th August   

 

Primary Assembly 2:45pm 

Tuesday 4th August 

Wednesday 26th August 

 

Sapsasa Athletics Trials 

Tuesday 4th August  

 

MNSEC 7/8  

5-a-side Soccer 

Thursday 6th August   

 

MNSEC 5/6  

5-a-side Soccer 

Friday 7th August  

  

Ski Trip 

Mon 10th Aug—Friday 14th 

August  

 

Yr 11 Work Experience 

Monday 10th August—

Friday 14th August 

 

Governing Council 

Monday 10th August   

 

Sapsasa AFL Girls trials 

Tues 18th August 

 

SRC Taco Tuesday 

Thursday 18th August   

 

 

 

Principal’s News 

Welcome Back to Term 3 

I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all of our students, families and staff as 
we begin Term 3. I hope everyone had the opportunity to enjoy a well-earned break and 
spend quality time with family and friends. We are looking forward to another exciting 
and productive term, with many opportunities for our students to learn, grow and 
participate in the wide range of experiences that make our school such a vibrant place. 

Term 3 promises to be a busy one, with a full calendar of academic, sporting and co-
curricular activities. One of the highlights will be the Year 9 Ski Trip, which always 
provides students with memorable experiences and opportunities to challenge 
themselves in a new environment. For those students remaining at school during this 
time, our normal subject offerings will continue, ensuring that learning programs remain 
uninterrupted. We will also begin our subject counselling process for 2027 - an important 
opportunity for students and families to work together with staff to make informed 
decisions about future pathways and learning programs. 

Sport will once again feature strongly throughout the term. We are excited to be hosting 
this year's Soccer Carnival and are particularly pleased to see an increase in student 
participation, reflecting the growing enthusiasm for school sport and the opportunities it 
provides for teamwork, resilience and school pride. Students will also have the 
opportunity to participate in the Cross Country and a range of other events and activities 
throughout the term, ensuring there is something for everyone to become involved in. 

Another highlight for Term 3 is Book Week, a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the joy 
of reading and the important role books play in developing imagination, creativity and a 
lifelong love of learning. Throughout the week, students will participate in a range of 
engaging literacy activities designed to inspire a passion for reading. One exciting addition 
this year is our Masked Reader event, where students have the opportunity to listen to 
mystery readers and use clues to guess the identity of the person behind the mask. It 
promises to be a great deal of fun while reinforcing that reading is something everyone 
can enjoy, regardless of age or occupation. We look forward to seeing our students 
embrace the excitement of Book Week and all the activities planned. 

As always, I look forward to continuing to work closely with our families, Governing 

Council and the wider community to provide the very best educational opportunities for 

every student. Thank you for your ongoing support, encouragement and partnership. 

Together, we can continue to build a positive learning environment where every student 

is encouraged to achieve their personal best. I wish everyone a successful and rewarding 

Term 3. 

The Power of Reading Every Night 

One of the greatest gifts we can give our children is the opportunity to read every day. 
Just 10–15 minutes of reading each evening can make a significant difference to a child's 
literacy development, vocabulary, comprehension and confidence. Listening to your child 
read aloud not only strengthens their reading skills but also provides an opportunity to 
talk about the story, ask questions and encourage a deeper understanding of what they 
are reading. 
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The Power of Reading Every Night (cont.) 

Reading together also creates valuable family time and demonstrates that reading is important and enjoyable. Wheth-
er your child is learning to read or is already a confident reader, your interest and encouragement make a lasting im-
pact. We encourage all families to make reading a regular part of their evening routine. Together, we can foster a love 
of books and support every child in becoming a successful, confident and enthusiastic reader. 

After Hours Access to School Grounds 

Our school grounds are an important community asset, and we are proud to support local groups, organisations and 
community members by providing access to our facilities whenever possible. We value the strong partnership we 
share with our community and recognise the important role our school plays beyond the normal school day. 

To ensure the safety and security of our students, staff, visitors and school property, the Department for Education 
requires that access to school grounds and facilities outside of school hours occurs only through an approved booking 
and access process. This ensures that appropriate risk assessments, insurance requirements, supervision arrangements 
and security measures are in place. Unauthorised access to school buildings, facilities or grounds after hours is not per-
mitted. 

If community groups or individuals would like to use our facilities, we encourage them to contact the Front Office to 
discuss their request. We are always happy to consider applications and will do our best to accommodate community 
use wherever possible through the appropriate Department for Education approval process. This ensures that access is 
fair, safe and consistent for everyone. 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support in helping us maintain a safe, secure and welcoming environ-

ment for all members of our school community. By working together and following the required processes, we can 

continue to provide valuable opportunities for both our students and the wider community to enjoy our facilities. 

Staffing Update 

As part of our ongoing commitment to providing high-quality learning opportunities for our students, we continue to 
work closely with the Department for Education to recruit and retain high-quality staff. 

Recently, our Art teaching position was advertised through the merit selection process. While a recommended appli-
cant was identified, they have since accepted a position at another school closer to where they live. Whilst this is dis-
appointing, we understand the importance of work-life balance and the role location can play in career decisions. We 
are continuing to work with the Department for Education to identify a long-term solution to fill this vacancy and en-
sure our students continue to receive quality learning experiences. 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to Miss Murielle Birchall, who has joined our school for the first four weeks of 
Term 3 to teach Art. We are delighted to have Miss Birchall as part of our team and appreciate her willingness to sup-
port our students during this time. I would also like to sincerely thank Mr Paul Arthur for his dedication and support 
throughout Terms 1 and 2. Mr Arthur has made a valuable contribution to our school, and we are grateful for the care 
and commitment he has shown to our students and staff. 

Later this term, we will also be advertising two leadership positions through the Department's merit selection process. 
Our goal is to appoint outstanding educational leaders who will provide stability and continuity for our school over the 
next three to four years. These appointments are an important part of strengthening our leadership team and sup-
porting the continued improvement of our school. 

As the merit selection process progresses, we will keep our school community informed and provide updates on these 

appointments. Thank you for your continued support as we work to attract and retain quality staff who are committed 

to delivering the best possible outcomes for our students. 

School Bus Update 

We are pleased to share some positive news regarding our school bus services. Following ongoing discussions with the 
Department for Education's Passenger Transport Services, the Tarcowie school bus run has now been extended to in-
clude Tarcowie as part of our designated bus route. 

This change is a welcome outcome for families in the Tarcowie community, providing improved access to Booleroo 
Centre District School and ensuring students can travel to and from school safely and reliably each day. The extension 
of the route reflects the Department's commitment to meeting the transport needs of our rural communities and sup-
porting equitable access to education. 
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School Bus Update (cont.) 

We would like to thank the Department for Education's Passenger Transport Services team for working collaboratively 
with our school to review the existing arrangements and implement this positive change. We also appreciate the pa-
tience and support of our families throughout this process. 

If you have any questions regarding eligibility, pick-up or drop-off locations, or school bus travel, please don't hesitate 
to contact the Front Office. We are pleased to see Tarcowie now formally included within our school bus service and 
look forward to continuing to support families across our wider district. 

Positive Growth Mindset 

“Each day is a chance to be better than yesterday.” 

This simple message reminds us that learning is a journey, not a destination. Every school day provides our students 
with a new opportunity to grow, challenge themselves, learn from mistakes and celebrate their successes. Progress 
isn't always measured by taking giant steps—it is often the small, consistent improvements made each day that lead to 
the greatest achievements over time. 

As educators, our goal is to provide every student with the support, encouragement and opportunities they need to 
reach their full potential. Equally important is the role our families play in this journey. The partnership between home 
and school has a significant impact on student success. Taking an interest in your child's learning, celebrating their 
efforts, encouraging resilience and maintaining open communication with the school all help create the foundations 
for positive learning outcomes. 

Together, as a school community, let us encourage our young people to embrace each new day with a positive atti-
tude, a willingness to learn and the confidence to keep improving. By working together, we can help every student be-
lieve in themselves, strive to be their best and recognise that every day is another opportunity to become a little better 
than yesterday. 

Thank you 

Tas Ktenidis 

Kindy News 
This term in Kindy, we are learning about animal habitats.  The children are very interested and have been asking lots 
of questions.  Together, we are exploring things like, “What is the difference between an emu and an ostrich? Does a 
platypus live in the ocean or in the river?”  These questions have been asked by our children, and their curiosity is 
helping us learn more about the animals around us. 

On Tuesday we had a special experience watching the high school students participate in wheelchair basketball in the 
gymnasium.  These experiences shape us, fostering curiosity and understanding of diversity in our community.  On 
Thursday we are looking forward to the Rhythm, Water and Movement performance at BCDS. 

Term 3 has brought us some new children at Kindy.  Everyone is settling in, and friendships are growing stronger.  Even 
though it’s been cold in the morning and nights, the children are eager to be active outside, exploring the yard and 
searching for minibeasts under rocks and logs.  It is great to see the children picking carrots from our garden and en-
joying a crunchy healthy snack. 

Friendly Reminder: 

Booleroo Centre Rural Care and Melrose Rural Care will be closed on Monday  10th August.  All educators will be 
attending professional development on early years programming and documentation. 

The Kindy Team 

Quote: “A child’s world is fresh and new and beautiful, full of wonder and excitement.” Rachel Carson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

         

School News 

Wheelie Net 

On Tuesday, Novita visited BCDS to deliver Wheelie Net sessions for all students from Reception to Year 10. 
Wheelie Net is an inclusive sports program that gives students the opportunity to experience wheelchair sports, 
promoting awareness, understanding, teamwork and respect for people of all abilities. Throughout the day, stu-
dents learned new skills while participating in wheelchair basketball activities and gained a greater appreciation of 
adaptive sport. 

During lunchtime, Year 11 and 12 students had the opportunity to take on staff members in an exciting wheel-
chair basketball match. The game was enjoyed by both participants and spectators. The visit provided a valuable 
and engaging experience for all students, helping to build empathy, resilience and a deeper understanding of in-
clusion in sport and everyday life. 

Chloe Clarke 

Teacher 

On June 10th, Patrick competed in the Cross 
Country State Championship at Oakbank 
Racecourse. Patrick won Gold in the 14 year 
old boys event. He ran 3km’s in 9 mins 52 
secs. It was very cold and soggy underfoot 
with intermittent drizzle throughout the day. 

Next week the school is hosting 
the Mid North Soccer carnival. 
On Thursday 6th August it will be 
the Year 7/8’s and on Friday 7th, 
the 5/6 students will be playing. 
There will be a canteen and BBQ 
each day, thank you to parents 
who have volunteered so far. If 
you can spare an hour or two 
between 10am-1pm, please let 
us know.                        Thank you. 



 

 

 

MNSEC Boys Football—George 

SAPSASA Golf—Harry and Charlie 

                    MNSEC Girls Football—Grace, Neve, Olivia, Lilly, Myah, Mia. Well done on winning all games. 



 

 

 

 
 


